MAER ACHOL SHELTER
Street Children’s PARTNERS BGD
July to December 2016

Thanks to our Sponsors!
In this issue:
ABOUT
MAER ACHOL

1

AT A GLANCE

2

MEDICAL REPORT

3

VISITORS

4

DAYS OUT

6

INDIVIDUAL
VOLUNTEERS

7

OTHER EVENTS

8

SPONSORS

9

On behalf of everyone at Maer Achol Shelter I would
like to thank you for your very generous donations
devoted to our Shelter for the year of 2016. Your
commitment to help us is sincerely appreciated.
Every year Maer Achol Shelter keeps advancing its
mission of helping street and slum children in Dhaka.
Through our programs, we have seen many lives changed
for the better and with the help of donations from
supporters such as you we will continue to bring
improvements into the lives of these children.
If you, or anyone else from your organization would
like to come and visit our shelter, you would be more
than welcome and we would be honored to show you
our daily activities.
Thank you again for your generous donations and time dedicated to making our world a better place. We
hope to go on helping more children to increase the quality of their lives. We promise to keep you updated
regarding our progress and theirs.
With very best regards,
Christian Raymond
Founder and Chairman of PARTNERS

A b o u t As s o c ia t io n Pa r t e n a i re s & M a e r A c h o l
Association Partenaires is an international solidarity organization founded in 1991 in France by
Christian Raymond. Our emphasis is placed on health, education and training, particularly for the
benefit of women and children.
Street Children's
PARTNERS BGD
Maer Achol Shelter
Road 5, House 16, Block F, Mirpur 2,
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Association Partenairers started its Bangladesh branch Street Children’s Partners in 2001 when the
Maer Achol* shelter for street and slum children, a day & night shelter, was opened in the Mirpur
neighborhood of the capital Dhaka. The project targets the most vulnerable children, boys and
girls, who live, work or beg in the streets.

Mobile: +880 1755 652 049

Our main goal is to improve those street children’s economic condition and to pave a way for
them to a life in dignity. To reach that goal, we provide for them in four ways:

Email:
dhaka_maerachol@yahoo.com



Tel: +880 (0) 2 90 108 63

Accommodation



Health



Socialization



Website:
www.partenaires-association.org

*In Bengali , Maer Achol means the fold of the mother’s saree where she protects her child.

Education
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AT A GLANCE
Shelter’s work overview

Total of children:
290

Resident kids: 74
• Maer Achol girls : 32
• Maer Achol boys : 26
• Shukhi Ghar (boys’
hostel) boys : 16
Non-Resident kids: 216
•
N.F.E - 118, FE - 53
•
Tailoring - 27, IT - 12

Maer Achol Non-Formal Education:

145

Class / Grade
Open air class for new arrivals

Number of Students
9

Kindergarten (Section A)

23

Kindergarten (Section B)

22

One (Section A)

22

One (Section B)

26

Two (Section A)

23

Two (Section B)

20

Total:

145
Maer Achol’s nonformal school was designed to give a second
chance of learning to
poor and disadvantaged slum children
aged 6 to 10 who
were never enrolled
or dropped out of
formal education. This
school is covering levels KG to 2.

We complement the mainstream school system with innovative
teaching methods and materials. Maer Achol’s school was launched
in 2003 with only 20 children, with the intention to develop a
school model for poor children, for girls and boys equally, which
would provide them with basic abilities in reading, writing, mathematics as well as everyday-life skills.
The students of Maer Achol’s non-formal school are taught by our
qualified staff: We provide beginner classes for pupils of all ages, as
well as specific coaching teachers for the twenty-seven children
currently enrolled in public Bangladeshi schools, free of cost for the
families.

Formal School Education:
Street Children's PARTNERS Bangladesh provides 100% financial
support to 112 students for their Primary, Secondary and
Higher Secondary education. They all study in several public or
government institutes in the Mirpur neighborhood of Dhaka.
They mostly attend the UCEP school, a few go to the National
Government Primary School, the Islami High School, the
Mirpur Government Bangla College, the Mirpur Girls Ideal Institute, the Adorsho Bidda Niketon, the Ahsania High School
and the Mirpur Adorsho High School.
During this year, nine resident students have completed their
P.S.C. examinations with the following scores (out of 5.00):
Mu: 4.25, Ri: 3.33, Rin: 3.25, Tam: 3.50, Et: 3.92, Shan: 4.83,
Man: 4,25, Fer: 4.33, Im: 3.17.
Number of students per level:
Primary school: 63 (Slum children: 45, Street Children: 18)
Level 3= 32
Level 4 = 11
Level 5= 20
Secondary school: 41(Slum children: 8, Street Children: 23)
Level 6 = 19
Level 9 = 04
Level 7 = 01
Level 10 = 02
Level 8 = 15
Higher secondary school: 8 (Street Children only)
Levels 11 & 12= 08
University: 1
After ensuring street and slums children’s non-formal education
in our premises, we go on by registering and coaching them in
public schools for higher education up to 12th grade. To ensure
the continuity of our children’s higher education, PARTNERS
covers all costs of public classes, from textbooks and writing
materials to school fees, uniforms and special coaching – for
113 students of poor slums (levels 3 to 12 and university).

Vocational Training:
Maer Achol has a sewing / tailoring/ handicraft training center within its premises. Here we provide training to 10 to 18 year-old children. The training sessions are divided into two shifts, five and a
half days a week. We teach them different types of sewing techniques which allows them to produce girls’ and boys’ clothes, pencil bags, cellphone bags, toiletry bags, big handbags, botwas, wallets,
wall mats etc. Each trainee receives 30% of the value of sales of
her / his products. The remainder is saved until she / he comes off
age.
Handicrafts: 58 students (resident: 40 , non-resident: 18)
Tailoring: 47 students (resident: 22, non-resident: 35)
Total: 105; Total of Trainers: 3
Total products sold from July to Dec 2016: BDT 29,895
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MEDICAL REPORT
Report of medical treatments of Maer Achol Children

July 2016 to December 2016
Treatment

Others

Eyes

General

Dental

Surgery

Special treatment

Vaccination

De-worming

8

70

20

1
(Finger)

1 girl: HB treatment

Hepatitis B: 12 kids
(2nd dose)

70

1 boy: Leg infection

Hepatitis B: 11 kids
(4th dose)

1 boy: Bone fracture, right hand

Health
week
0

First
aid
350

TT vaccination: 12 girls
(3rd & 4th doses)

Counseling Report
July to December 2016
No.

Activities

Recipient

1
2
3
4
5

Individual Counseling
Group Counseling
Family visits
School visits
Other visits
Community meetings

265 sessions with 60 children
27 sessions with 45 children
10 times for 10 children
13 times with 40 children
41 times to 66 children
4 times with 100 slum dwellers

6

Total of
treatments
557
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VISITORS
Summary of the visits at Maer Achol during 2016
Maer Achol kids at the National Headquarters of Bangladesh Scouts

“Ticket to life Project in Bangladesh” integrates street children & underprivileged children into society through Scouting. The
children of Maer Achol shelter are members of that project since May 2014, together with other street children in Dhaka. The
scouts of “Ticket to life Project in Bangladesh” offered Iftar (meal to break fasting during Ramadan) and new t-shirts to the children at the National Headquarters of Bangladesh Scouts. They all had a very wonderful time together! The experience of spirituality was unparalleled! During the event one of our scholar students, Shanaz, got a special award for her outstanding score
(GPA 5 out of 5) in the P.S.C. examination (held when completing 5th grade).
We all are very thankful to Mrs Farhana Rahman Setu (Scout), for inviting the children to several events organized by the scouts
of “Ticket to life Project in Bangladesh”.
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VISITORS

(CONTINUED)

Summary of the visits at Maer Achol during 2016
Embassy of France in Bangladesh
Mr. Jean-Pierre Poncet, Deputy Head of Mission of the Embassy of France in Bangladesh, came to visit Maer Achol
Shelter on Monday, 22nd of August 2016. At first he visited around the shelter and looked into the non-formal
school, the vocational training centers, the dormitories and met with the children and staff.
Later on, he went to the rooftop with all our resident children and enjoyed their performance. He was happy to
see the infrastructure of the shelter and how we facilitate our 70 in-house children. He was very impressed to notice our well furnished kitchen for the cooking training and planned to approve that project for the year 2017. The
children and the staff were very pleased to present their activities to Mr. Poncet.

The French Trade Fair on 9th and 10th December at the Le Meridien Hotel
The France Bangladesh
Chamber of Commerce
& Industry (CCIFB) celebrated its 20th anniversary
this year at the Le Meridien
Hotel. The Maer Achol Shelter got the opportunity to
set up a stall at that fair for
selling our handicrafts and
to promote the food products of “Maer Achol Cookout Yum Yum”.

July 2016–December 2016

DAYS OUT
Some of the activities the children had outside the Shelter

Day out to “Mainamati”, one of the famous historical places in Bangladesh
On September 15th, 170 children, Christian Raymond, Founder and Chairman, Evelyn Hardy, Vice president and
24 of our local staff went to Mainamati for a day out and also to visit the historical location. Mainamati is an isolated
low, dimpled range of hills, dotted with more than 50 ancient Buddhist settlements dating to between the 8th and
the 12th century AD. It extends through the center of the district of Comilla in Bangladesh. This historical place is
only 114 km north of Dhaka city and just a day's trip by road on the way to Bangladesh’s harbor city Chittagong.
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INDIVIDUAL VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers who spent time with us and gave instructions to Maer Achol Children
A farewell speech to our former external volunteer, supporter & well-wisher Mr. Jeremie Nguyen
Dear Jeremie,
it was announced with great sadness that you are leaving Bangladesh at the end of the year 2016.We will never forget you as our well-wisher and your warm attachments with our Maer Achol children. I cannot forget how you guided me, supported me to improve our shelter, you have always campaigned for Maer Achol to your friends and other
companies, you have given professional and informal jobs to our older children. We would like to thank you from the
bottom of our hearts for your warm support that the Maer Achol Shelter has received throughout the last three
years. It has been a wonderful experience and we feel we have gained a lot of knowledge that we can take with us
into our future pursuits.
Your beloved Maer Achol children & staff, December-2016.

Sitab Tasawar
Sitab is one of our dedicated external volunteers, a well-wisher and also a local donor. He is giving English lessons to the children
at Maer Achol shelter. He found some of our resident children are really very talented and capable when it comes to learning
English. He is doing an outstanding job with the children. They really respond to him and that's probably due to how patient he is
with them. We can see their English skills improve and their confidence grow with each session. The children are so happy to
have Sitab as an English tutor and so are we.

July 2016–December 2016

OTHER EVENTS
Some other events we had at Maer Achol Shelter in the year 2016
Hermes-OTTO International Dhaka

It’s really great to start our collaboration with the famous company HermesOTTO International. We were happy and honored to have welcomed Mr Mikael
Grard, the General Manager of OTTO International and his team at Maer Achol
Shelter on Thursday, 6th of October 2016. He came here to hand over in-kind
donations from Otto International (Hong Kong) Ltd., Bangladesh Liaison
Office.
At first he visited around the shelter, looked into the non-formal school, the vocational training centers, the dormitories and met with the children and staff. With
him came a professional cameraman who shot a short video clip about our shelter
activities for Otto.
Later on, 200 children and the guests went to the rooftop. When we arrived at
our rooftop gymnasium, we were hit by a view of a colorful crowd and genuine
happiness among the children. Mikael and his team spent a couple of hours on our rooftop with the kids having lots of fun
and excitement. Their warm affections made the children’s initial shyness waver very quickly and served for an outstanding
atmosphere. They listened to music, played some games with the kids and watched a traditional cultural show. Their commitment to helping the children in our shelter is sincerely appreciated.

MAIN SPONSORS

Hermes-OTTO International belongs to one of the world's leading privately-owned multichannel retail groups. The
specific processes and requirements of this business have always been part of their job. Alongside tailor-made sourcing
solutions and competitive prices, it’s what makes the company unique. Hermes-OTTO International is a one-stop-shop
for first-class global sourcing. For almost 50 years, Hermes-OTTO has been sourcing products from all major production
markets in the categories Apparel, Shoes and Accessories as well as Home. From their headquarters in Hong Kong, the
client-base has expanded across Europe, North America and Asia. This growth is a tribute to the quality of HermesOTTO’s service, to the company’s 1,500 employees and to their superb working relationship with suppliers and clients
alike.

Street Children's
PARTNERS BGD
Maer Achol Shelter

OTHER SPONSORS
SANOFI Bangladesh
SANOFI is a global integrated healthcare leader focusing on patients’ needs. The company
is engaged in the research, development, manufacturing and marketing of innovative
therapeutic solutions.

Road 5, House 16, Block F, Mirpur 2,
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Since 2005 SANOFI has been supporting the Street Children Partners NGO. SANOFI
supplies all necessary medicine and first aid items once every three months, settled a
reasonable number of prescriptions due for the Shelter after receiving the original bills,
provided vaccinations for the children and took care of surgical operations.

Tel: +880 (0) 2 90 108 63
Mobile: +880 1755 652 049
E-mail: dhaka_maerachol@yahoo.com

Syngenta Bangladesh
Syngenta has been supporting our education program since 2009. With their donations, we
have been able to cover the cost of Non-formal education for 150 children studying at our
Maer Achol Non-formal school.
With this basic education, our children can qualify for public schooling, vocational training
and university.

GSRD
Project: “Vocational training
project for a better life and
job”

Rotary Club Dhaka North:
The Rotary Club of Dhaka North has been contributing to our efforts at the Maer Achol
shelter since March 2008.

The overall goal of the
project is to enable children
to learn how to work
rigorously in a professional
manner.
Therefore,
this
project provides vocational
training in two professions at
our Maer Achol shelter:
Tailoring and cooking. 92
children are trained in
tailoring and 16 children in
cooking. The time duration of
this project is for 36 months,
having commenced on 1st of
July 2015.

The highlight of this project are : Regularly providing liquid milk or eggs three times a week
to 71 children who are thus growing up to become strong, healthy adults.

German Embassy:
The German Embassy in Dhaka contributed to Maer Achol with the project “Maintenance
and Enhancement of Facilities for Abandoned and Slum Children in Mirpur-2”.
This project established professional cooking and baking training in order to give the
children the opportunity to develop their skills and to make use of their creativity. The
first step was to install an appropriate kitchen featuring all the necessary equipment.

SUPPORTERS
•

Embassy of France in Bangladesh

•

Group Carrefour

•
•

Bata
Chamber of Commerce & Industry
France–Bangladesh (CCIFB)

•

Nestlé

HONORABLE CHILD
S P O N S O R S O F M A E R A C HOL

1. Ahmed Rezaur Rahman (Chief Financial Officer, CMA CGM)
2. Zebunneesa Yunus

